Determination of disaccharides in feces by permethylation and gas chromatography: rapid screening for carbohydrate intolerance in children.
Disaccharides can be identified and determined quantitatively in fecal specimens by permethylation of the components in crude supernatants followed by isothermal gas chromatographic separation on OV-17 columns. The method provides a rapid screening procedure for detecting patients suspected of having a carbohydrate intolerance secondary to intestinal disaccharidase deficiency.